E.A.: 


A-t.: 


THE TASK OF A PRACTICUS 


Frater/Soror Architect, your duties? 


I preside over the symbolic gateway of occult science. I am the reconciler between the light 
and the darkness. I immediately follow the Herald in the circumambulation. I superintend 
the preparation of the candidate, lead him through the path of darkness into light, and assist 
in the reception; and I aid the other chief officers in the execution of their duties. 


The following is the minimum required to advance from the 3=8 grade to 4=7. At least 


three 


months must pass between these grades. 


1. 


Follow the instructions provided in this grade for the regular performance of the 
Water Pentagram Ritual, the accompanying meditations and the daily awareness of 
geometric shapes. Record the results of this and all other work in your Journal. 


Pass the written exam on the Knowledge Lecture. The oral portion must be taken 
without references in the presence of a Chief. The remaining (8 through 29) are an 
open book test. Do not submit this examination until you have completed all 
other tasks. 


Continue with the daily salutations except substitute the Sign of Practicus for the 
previous grade sign. 


Grade attunements to the 4=7 Grade shall be held at either the Fall or Spring Equinox. 


7/26/24 


Lecture on the Knowledge Necessary 
on Passing from the 3=8 Grade of Practicus 
to the 4=7 Grade of Philosophus 


. The Hebrew name for this Grade is ]ma lib, Baal Omen. It signifies 
‘Master of Faithfulness’ or ‘Master of Verity.’ The word ]ma, Omen, is 
spelled the same as the confirmatory word, ]ma, Amen, “So may it be,” 
used at the end of prayers. J]ma is also one of the Hebrew names for 
Kether, the Crown. 


As employed in the title of the 3=8 Grade, ]ma, Omen, suggests the 
confirmation of the theory taught in the preceding Grade. This 
confirmation, or verification, is established by the faithful practice of 
various experimental procedures taught in the 3=8 Grade. 


By Hebrew Gematria, Jma lib is the number 193. This is the value of the 
letter-name Zain, spelled in full, Jvn dvy Jyz. Thus this piece of Gematria 
implies, for students versed in the Holy Qabalah, that the faithful 
practice which makes one a ‘Master of Verity’ is, in effect, the result of 
the fullest possible use of the powers of discrimination which are 
represented by the occult meanings of the letter Zain. These powers, it 
should be noted, are held to be under the rule of Mercury; and 
Mercury’s sphere of action is the Sephirah Hod, to which this Grade of 
Practicus is attributed. 


By Latin Gematria, ]ma lib, as 193, corresponds to the following: 
Fratres Aureae Crucis, Brothers of the Golden Cross 
Philosophia Moralis, Moral Philosophy 
Sal Philosophorum, Salt of the Philosophers 
Tinctura Coelestis, Celestial Tincture 


All persons who really fulfill the ideals of the Grade are entitled to be 
called Brothers of the Golden Cross; and it is partly on this account that 
the Admission Badge of one point in the Grade is the Solar (or Golden) 
Cross of Thirteen Squares. 


The main subject of study in this Grade is the Philosophia Moralis; but 
here you must understand: (1) that in more ancient usage, ‘Philosophia’ 
had to do, primarily, with experimental investigation and, (2) that the 
basis of occult ‘morality’ is faithful obedience to the actual laws of God, 
rather than outward adherence to the customs, taboos, or conventions 
of a particular historical period, or those accepted by some group of 
persons. 


3. 


He who is Master of Verity acts from knowledge of principle, and the 
deposit of this knowledge within him is the true Salt of the Philosophers. 
It is also true Celestial Tincture. 


The Latin name for this Grade, among the titles of the Grades of the 
True and Invisible Rosicrucian Order, is Practicus. It means, “One who 
practices.” 


By Latin Gematria, the numeral value of Practicus is 100. This is the 
number of the following words: 

Anima Solis, Soul of the Sun, or Soul of Gold 

Deus Jehova, God Jehovah; 

Liber Domini, Book of the Lord 

Justicia, Justice 

Machina Mundi, machine of the world 

Signatura, signatures 


The foundation of all occult practice is the truth that the animating 
principle of the Sun is identical with the ONE REALITY designated as 
God or Jehovah. In this Grade, experimental verification of this truth is 
an object of practice. 


In the course of this practice, the student learns to read the signatures 
or characters which are inscribed on the mechanism of the world, and 
repeated, as an ancient text of our Order has said, “throughout the 
mutations of empires.” These characters written on the world-machine 
constitute the “one, only book” from which may be learned all that has 
been, is now, or will be learned from all other books. Finally, the great 
lesson of this book is that of Divine Justice; and to that Justice the work 
of every true Practicus aims to conform his thoughts, his words, and his 
actions. 


The First Point of this Grade is the path of the letter Shin, symbol of 
Ruach Elohim, the Life-breath of the Creative Powers, and emblem of 
the element of Fire. 


In particular, this path has to do with the ‘secret fire’ inside the human 
organism, which is said to “regulate the motion of the sun and moon in 
their proper order.” The occult sun is what is termed Surya, the solar 
current of Prana (or Ruach, the Life-breath). The occult moon is called 
Rayi, the lunar current of that same Prana. Surya, Prana and Rayi are 
Sanskrit terms. Their Hebrew equivalents are sms, Shemesh, the Sun; 
xvr, Ruach, the Life-breath; hnbl, Lebanah, the Moon. 


In this connection, the Practicus is to give careful consideration to the 
fact that the sixth Sephirah on the Tree of Life is the Sphere of the Sun, 


or the field of activity wherein sms, Shemesh, is dominant. Similarly, 
Yesod, the ninth Sephirah, is the Sphere of the Moon, Lebanah. Finally, 
the orange color attributed to the Sephirah Hod is the special color of 
the 3=8 Grade, and this is a solar color, identified by the Hindus, as by 
us, with Ruach or Prana. 


From these considerations, it may be understood that our first approach 
to the work we shall attempt in the Grade of Practicus has to do with 
control of Ruach or Prana. This control is effected by certain practices 
which include rhythmic breathing and the intentional direction of the 
solar and lunar currents of the Life-breath inside our own bodies. 


The Second Point of this Grade is the path of the letter Resh. In 
Qabalah, Resh is the particular letter of the Sun; hence all the 
symbolism of this Point is solar. 


Among the Paths of Wisdom, that of the letter Resh is named 
‘Collecting’ or ‘Collective’ Intelligence. Careful study of the special text 
on the two paths leading to this Grade is required to assure success in 
the practical work. For the purposes of this knowledge lecture, and the 
examination, it is enough to say that the aim of the Practicus, in carrying 
out the operations connected with this thirtieth path, is to formulate a 
new synthesis, based on theory taught in the 2=9 Grade. Essentially, 
this new synthesis is a mental conception of the true nature of human 
life and personality. 


The Solar Greek Cross is a symbol of the new synthesis mentioned in 
the preceding section. Composed of thirteen squares, it calls attention 
to the occult meaning of the number 13. This has been taught you in 
the Neophyte Grade. Here, in its special application to the work of 
Practicus, the ideas of Unity and Love have reference to the mental 
practice which establishes consciousness of unity with the ONE 
REALITY, resulting in an emotional response of pure love for that 
Reality, and for the order by means of which that Reality makes itself 
manifest. 


The Grand Word of the Grade of Practicus is Elohim Tzabaoth, “The 
Creative Powers of Hosts.’ This is the Divine Name attributed in 
Qabalah to the eighth Sephirah. Its ten letters are: tvabj ,yhla, Elohim 
Tzabaoth, having a total numeration of 585. To this number correspond 
the following words: 


;ph, hawfak, to change, to overturn, to convert 
ryish, ha-saweer, the goat 

[rsh, ha-saraph, the serpent 

hiyqt, taqyoah, pledging (by:striking hands) 


In the work of this Grade, as in all magic, there is always a definite 
intention to change something, to convert an unfavorable condition into 
one more favorable, and this is the meaning of ;ph. Furthermore, a 
specific overturn of the Practicus’ consciousness of selfhood is involved. 
This is the reversal which, in Tarot, is symbolized by the Hanged Man, 
corresponding to the path of Mem, which leads upward from Hod to 
Geburah. 


The goat, ryish, and the serpent, [rsh, both refer to the path of the letter 
Ayin, leading upward from Hod to Tiphareth. In Tarot, the ‘goat’ is the 
principal figure of Key 15, the Devil, and represents the apparent 
obstacles and antagonisms which are also symbolized by the serpent. It 
is to be able to overcome these that the greater part of the work of 
Practicus is undertaken, as preparation for advancement into the 
Second Order. 


WATER is the element to which this Grade is attributed, but all the 
symbolism of the Grade is intended to make the Practicus realize that 
this ‘Water’ is not the ‘water’ that falls from the clouds. It is the 
alchemical Water, which “does not wet the hand.” It is the “water of the 
stars,” ‚ybkvkh ym, mi ha-kokabim, astral fluid. 


This technical term, mi ha-kokabim, has special reference to the Sphere 
of Mercury, because ,ybkvk is the plural of bkvk, kokab, a Hebrew noun 
which, besides having the general significance of ‘star,’ is also the 
special name for the planet Mercury, and is therefore attributed to Hod. 
Thus the element of water in this Grade might be termed also ‘Water of 
Mercury’ or ‘Mercurial Water.’ It is otherwise known in Qabalistic 
alchemy as akrypca, asfeerka. This word is a Hebrew rendering of the 
Latin, Aqua Spherica, ‘spherical (or globular) water,’ and in St. 
Germain’s TRINOSOPHIA is symbolized by a picture of the Bird of 
Hermes. 


Stated briefly, the water with which the Practicus is concerned in his 
work is the fiery, solar fluid which, as it flows through the human 
nervous system, is the actual substance which is given shape and form 
by the operations of magic. It is the astral fluid, the substance referred 
to in alchemical writings when it is said that the sages “burn with 
water.” 


The octahedron, which is the Admission Badge to the Grade of 
Practicus, is a symbol which, as the ritual says, was employed by our 
ancient brethren of the Pythagorean School to represent the element of 
water. The same School used the tetrahedron, or Triangular Pyramid, 
employed by us as the Admission Badge for the Thirty-first Path, to 
represent the element of Fire. 


For the purpose of this examination, it is enough to remember that the 
octahedron, as a geometrical expression of the number 8, is an 
appropriate emblem for this Grade, and is therefore colored orange, the 
color attributed to Hod. In addition, the Practicus should note that the 
octahedron, like the cube, has exactly thirteen axes of symmetry, so that 
it emphasizes the meanings of 13, as do the thirteen squares of the 
Solar Greek Cross. The purport of the number is the same as has been 
explained in Section 5 of this Knowledge Lecture. 


All other items required for the passing of the examination for 4= 7 will 
be found in the ritual. The special texts for this Grade, however, should 
be carefully studied; and the practices explained are to be faithfully and 
regularly observed from the time the Practicus receives them, until a 
week before the date of his Admission into the Second Order. 


Elaborate answers to the questions in the examination are not required. 
What is desirable is to make it evident that the Practicus has grasped 
the main ideas set forth in this Lecture, so that he can present them in 
his own words, clearly and briefly. 


EXAMINATION 


The only texts required to prepare for this examination are the Ritual and 
the Knowledge Lecture. The first seven questions are to be answered 
orally. The others are to be written. 

1. Give the examiner the sign of 3=8. 

2. Give the Grand Word and Password. 


3. Through what Path of Wisdom did you first approach the Grade of 
Practicus? What is the Admission Badge of that Path? 


4. Through what Path did you complete your approach to the Grade of 
Practicus? What is the Admission Badge? 


5. To what Sephirah is the Grade of Practicus attributed? 


6. What is the special color, and what is the Admission Badge of this 
Grade? 


7. What is the Mystic Title of this Grade, and what is its meaning? 


8. Write a brief explanation of the secret element to which the Grade of 
Practicus is attributed. 


9. What does the Ritual of the Thirty-first Path teach concerning the origin, 
formation, and consummation of the world-process, and concerning the 
essential nature of the One Source? 


10. What does the Ritual of the Thirty-first Path teach concerning ‘Matter’ 
and ‘Mind’? 


11. What warning is given in the Ritual of the Thirty-first Path against 
descent into the lower astral plane? 


12. What method of self-examination does the Ritual of the Thirty- first 
Path suggest, and to what end? 


13. What secret element is used by the Practicus in his work? 


14. Why may a Practicus be called a “Brother of the Golden Cross,” and 
what symbol in the Ritual of the Thirty-first Path alludes to this? 


15. What is the meaning of Baal Omen? 


16. What sort of faithful practice entitles an aspirant to bear this title? 


17. Explain the meaning of Sal Philosophorum and Tinctura Coelestis. 


18. What knowledge must a Practicus acquire? From what source? What 
great lesson may be learned from that source? 


19. What do we mean, in this Grade by ‘sun’ and ‘moon’? 


20. By what kind of practice do we seek to “regulate the motion of the sun 
and moon?” 


21. What is the aim of a Practicus in carrying out the work of the Thirtieth 
Path of Wisdom? 


22. What definite intention is revealed by the occult meaning of the Grand 
Word of the Grade of Practicus? 


23. By what numeral correspondence is the Password related to the 
Sephirah corresponding to this Grade? 


24. State briefly the reasons for selecting the octahedron as the special 
symbol of the Grade of Practicus. 


25. This Grade being attributed to Mercury, what may be concluded from 
this attribution as to the kind of mental activity involved in the special 
work of a Practicus? 


26. Bearing in mind that the Temple is a symbol of the microcosm, explain 
briefly your understanding of the final words of the Eminent Adept in 
opening this Grade. 

27. What is the bond of union between the North and the South? 


28. What is your understanding of the Archon's reply to the Eminent 
Adept's question, “With what power do we build in this Grade?” 


29. From your study of the Ritual and the Lecture, what do you expect to 
accomplish as a result of your work as a Practicus? 


Note: MAKE YOUR ANSWERS AS BRIEF AS IS CONSISTENT WITH 
CLARITY. 


